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HOSPICE AND PALLIATIVE MEDICINE 
FCH 895 

 
Course Department, Number & Title:   FCH 895, Hospice and Palliative Medicine  

Course credit or length: 2 – 4 Weeks   

Course director and contact information:  Jacqueline “Nikki” Cole, MD, ncole@hospiceofhuntington.org 
 
Course coordinator and contact information:  Glenna Michael, 304.691.1191, michael@marshall.edu 

LOCATION:  Hospice of Huntington 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:   The primary objective of this elective will be for a student to obtain hands-on, 
intensive and well-supervised experience in the management of end-of-life situations involving patients, 
family members and other health care providers.  

COURSE GOAL: This elective offers students an opportunity to acquire advanced knowledge and skills in the 
Team management of end-of-life patients and experience the management of symptoms (pain, anxiety, 
insomnia, etc.), for acute or chronically ill patients.  The student will develop skills in coping with managing 
effectively and with more comfort, the biological and psychosocial aspects of terminal illness. 
 
COURSE GRADE MODE:  This is an Pass/ Fail course.  
 
Institutional Objective   
Patient Care - Students must demonstrate the ability to provide patient care that is compassionate, 
appropriate, and effective for the treatment of health problems and the promotion of health.  

 
Course Objective 
The student will gain knowledge and skills in the assessment of patients with advanced and terminal 
illness. 

Outcome Measure   
The student will become a member of one of Hospice’s Treatment Teams and be assigned for 
evaluation and follow-up of patients.  The student will orally present to the faculty member at least 
one patient encounter.  The student must also demonstrate to the faculty knowledge and skills in the 
assessment of patients with advance and terminal illnesses including: 
 

• Assessing goals of care  
• Assessing the patients’ physical, psychological, social and spiritual/needs 
• Assessing patients’ functional ability 
• Assessing medical decision-making capacity 
• Discussing hospice and palliative care services with patients and families  
• Assessing and listing barriers to good end-of-life care and approaches to improved service 

in diverse clinical settings. 
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The student will maintain a log of all patients seen and the nature of the primary medical problem and 
be able to discuss the patients with faculty. 

 
Institutional Objective 
Medical Knowledge- Students must demonstrate knowledge of established and evolving biomedical, clinical, 
epidemiological and social-behavioral sciences, as well as the application of this knowledge to patient care.  
 

Course Objective 
The student will gain knowledge and skills in practical symptom management.   
 
Outcome Measure   
The student will  demonstrate to the faculty knowledge and skills in practical symptom management 
of at least two patients with advanced and terminal illness by: 

• Assessing and managing pain 
• Assessing and managing non-pain symptoms (e.g., nausea, SOB, depression) 

 
Institutional Objective 
Practice-based Learning and Improvement - Students must demonstrate the ability to investigate and 
evaluate their care of patients, to appraise and assimilate scientific evidence, and to continuously improve 
patient care based on constant self-evaluation and life-long learning. 

Course Objective 
The student will gain an understanding of the role of hospice and palliative medicine in the care of 
patients with chronic and advanced illness. 

 
 Outcome Measure   
The student will demonstrate to the faculty a basic understanding of the role of hospice and palliative 
medicine in the care of patients with chronic and advanced illness by: 

• Identifying current gaps in end-of-life care 
• Understanding the relationship between “hospice” and “palliative care” 
• Understanding the interdisciplinary team model 
• Understanding the ‘myths’ of hospice and the Hospice Medicare Benefit 
• Recognizing emerging models of palliative care services delivery. 

 
Course Objective 
The student will demonstrate the ability to investigate and evaluate the care of terminally ill patients, 
to appraise and assimilate scientific evidence to improve end of life care. 
 
Outcome Measure   
The student will use the current peer-reviewed palliative medicine literature to research and evaluate 
the end of life care of terminally ill patients with a condition specified by the course director or 
preceptor.  The student shall discuss findings with faculty.   
 

Institutional Objective 
Interpersonal and Communication Skills - Students must demonstrate interpersonal and communication skills 
that result in the effective exchange of information and collaboration with patients, their families, and health 
professionals. 
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Course Objective 
The student will effectively communicate with physicians and other health care providers, patients 
and their families and adult care-givers. 
 
 Outcome Measure 
The faculty will observe the student communicating effectively with physicians and other health care 
providers, patients and their families and adult care-givers.  Specifically, the student will demonstrate 
on at least two occasions to the faculty the ability: 
  

• To effectively deliver bad news 
• To discuss patient values and goals 
• To develop a comfortable, trusting relationship with patients and families in the face of 

considerable anxiety or denial  
• To understand and apply the principals of patient and family education. 
• To work effectively with an interdisciplinary team 

 
The student shall also demonstrate to faculty: the ability: 

• To describe the role of the nurse, social worker, chaplain, bereavement coordinator, 
volunteers, and physician in such teams. 

• To describe approaches to handling staff stress and conflict. 
• To understand and communicate patient prognosis 
• To define “suffering” 

  
Institutional Objective 
Professionalism- Students must demonstrate a commitment to carrying out professional responsibilities and 
an adherence to ethical principles.  

 
Course Objective 
The student will develop an understanding of the unique ethical principles and issues associated with 
end-of-life care. 
 
Outcome Measure 
The student will demonstrate to faculty a basic understanding of unique ethical principles and issues 
associated with end-of-life care, including an   
 

• Understanding and ability to discuss the debate over hastening death, including physician-
assisted suicide and euthanasia 

• Understanding and ability to discuss artificial nutrition and hydration at the end of life 
• Understanding and ability to identify “hope” at the end of life 
• Ability to provide culturally sensitive care 
• Ability to provide care in the last hours of living 
• Understanding of caregiver needs, grief and bereavement 

 
Institutional Objective 
Systems-based Practice - Students will be able to recognize and better understand the role of other health care 
professionals in the overall care of the patient.  
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Course Objective 
The student will be familiar with local and national palliative and hospice care resources.  
 
Outcome Measure   
The faculty will observe the student’s ability to: 
• Understand the basic criteria for admission to hospice care, services and administration  
• Discuss artificial nutrition and hydration at the end of life 
• Discuss management of serious illness in the home 
• List and describe local and national organizations and programs directed toward enhancing 

end-of-life care 
 

BASIC SCIENCE OBJECTIVES  
 

Basic Science Objective 
 The student will demonstrate a basic understanding of the principles of assessing pain and other 
common non-pain symptoms. 
  
 Outcome Measure 
The faculty will assess the student’s knowledge. 
  
Basic Science Objective 
 The student shall demonstrate a basic understanding of the relevant basic science, pathophysiology, 
associated symptoms and signs, and diagnostic options useful in differentiating among different 
etiologies of pain and non-pain symptoms  
  
 Outcome Measure 
The faculty will assess the student’s knowledge. 

 
Self-Directed Learning 
As a medical student, you are encouraged to use any unstructured time as a time to read about your patients, 
research questions that arise during the day, prepare for case conferences, and prepare for student-faculty 
rounds. Preceptors have been specifically asked to look for evidence that you have read articles and books 
between clinic sessions.  Use this time to build your knowledge of medicine and learn from your patients. 
 
ASSESSMENT METHODS 
Preceptor Evaluation of criteria below –  
The preceptors’ evaluation will be based, but are not limited to, upon the following factors: 

• Clinic Attendance and participation in assigned activities  
• Conference attendance 
• Demonstration of knowledge and skills outline in course objectives  
• Maturity and Professionalism 
•  Oral Case presentation/patient workup    

 
 

 
MUJCESOM Policies: All medical students taking this course will comply with School of Medicine policies given 
at http://musom.marshall.edu/students/policies. 

http://musom.marshall.edu/students/policies
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Individual policies can be found at the following websites: 
 
Student Infectious Material Exposure: 
http://musom.marshall.edu/ups/postexposure.asp 
 
MS-IV Attendance: 
https://musom.marshall.edu/students/documents/policies/Yr4attendence.pdf 
 
Academic Dishonesty Policy: 
https://musom.marshall.edu/students/documents/policies/Standards-of-Professionalism-and-Honor-Code.pdf 
 
Academic Standards Policy: 
https://musom.marshall.edu/students/documents/Policies/ASC-FINAL-POLICY.pdf  
 
Policy for Students with Disabilities: 
https://musom.marshall.edu/students/documents/Guidelines.pdf  
 
University Computing Services’ Acceptable Use Policy: 
http://www.marshall.edu/ucs/CS/accptuse.asp  
 
Affirmative Action Policy: 
 pp. 16-17   
http://www.marshall.edu/catalog/Graduate/S2008/gr_sp08.pdf     
 
Inclement Weather Policy: 
https://musom.marshall.edu/students/documents/policies/MUSOM-Inclement-Weather-Policy.pdf  
Notification of delays and cancellations of classes are posted on the Medical Education Home Page when 
Marshall University Main Campus is not in session 
https://musom.marshall.edu/weather 
 
Required Reading/Other Material:   
 
www.UpToDate.com 
As assigned and provided by the Course Director or preceptor. 

http://musom.marshall.edu/ups/postexposure.asp
https://musom.marshall.edu/students/documents/policies/Yr4attendence.pdf
https://musom.marshall.edu/students/documents/policies/Standards-of-Professionalism-and-Honor-Code.pdf
https://musom.marshall.edu/students/documents/Policies/ASC-FINAL-POLICY.pdf
https://musom.marshall.edu/students/documents/Guidelines.pdf
http://www.marshall.edu/ucs/CS/accptuse.asp
http://www.marshall.edu/catalog/Graduate/S2008/gr_sp08.pdf
https://musom.marshall.edu/students/documents/policies/MUSOM-Inclement-Weather-Policy.pdf
https://musom.marshall.edu/weather
http://www.uptodate.com/

